Table 3: Practices of the parents of preschool children

	Questions
	Baseline 

n (%)
	6 weeks after education  

    n (%)
	p value

	How often do you examine the child’s mouth? 

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)
	156 (37.4)

86    (20.6)

142 (34.1)

33    (7.9)
	191 (45.8)

76    (18.2)

130 (31.2)

20    (4.8)
	0.0479٭

	How often do you give sweet food to the child?  

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)
	25    (5.9)

137 (32.8)

199 (47.7)

56    (13.4)
	20    (4.8)

107 (25.7)

212 (50.8)

78    (18.7)
	0.04٭

	How often do you give sweetened liquid or juice to the baby in bottle?   

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)
	53    (12.7)

66    (15.8)

138 (33.1)

160 (38.4)
	37    (8.9)

45    (10.8)

151 (36.2)

184 (44.1)
	0.0227٭

	How often do you give plain water after each feed?  

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)
	150 (35.9)

37    (8.9)

134  (32.1)

96    (23)
	195 (46.8)

26    (6.2)

108 (25.9)

88    (21.1)
	0.0106٭

	Do you use pacifier dipped into sweet liquid for a child? 

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N) 
	33    (7.9)

39    (9.4)

150 (35.9)

195 (46.8)
	20    (4.8)

24    (5.8)

151 (36.2)

222 (53.2)
	0.0366٭

	How often do you use feeding bottle at bedtime?   

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)
	54    (12.9)

45    (10.8)

159 (38.1)

159 (38.1)
	49    (11.8)

31    (7.4)

161 (38.6)

176 (42.2)
	0.0836

	How many times does your child brush his/her teeth?

· Twice a day (A)

· Once a day (F)

· Occasionally (S)

· Never (N)
	186 (44.6)

183 (43.9)

48    (11.5)

0      (0)
	225 (53.9)

163 (39.1)

29    (6.9)

0      (0)
	0.0084٭٭

	Do you help your child in brushing teeth?

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)
	165 (39.6)

99    (23.7)

129 (30.9)

24    (5.8)
	201 (48.2)

91    (21.8)

112 (26.9)

13    (3.1)
	0.0393٭

	Do you brush your child’s teeth before going to sleep?   

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)
	144 (34.5)

111 (26.6)

102 (24.5)

69    (16.5)
	185 (44.4)

81    (19.4)

83    (19.9)

58    (13.9)
	0.0372٭

	How much toothpaste you use to brush child’s teeth?

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)  
	138 (33.1)

204 (48.9)

75    (17.9)

0      (0)
	125 (29.9)

223 (53.5)

69    (16.5)

0      (0)
	0.6281

	Do you use toothpaste that contains fluoride for your child?   

· Always (A) 

· Frequently (F)

· Sometimes (S) 

· Never (N)
	149(35.7)

117 (28.1)

81    (19.4)

70    (16.8)
	165 (39.6)

112 (26.9)

76    (18.2)

64    (15.3)
	0.7602

	When did you last time take your child to the dentist?

· 6months (A)

· 1 year  (F)

· 1year 6 months (S)

· More than 2 years
	97    (23.3)

42    (10.1)

23    (5.5)

255 (61.2)
	115 (27.6)

36    (8.6)

17    (4.1)

249 (59.7)
	0.3978


level of significance p < 0.05

