Table 2: Attitudes of the parents towards oral health of their preschool children

	Questions
	Baseline

n (%)
	6 weeks after education

n (%)
	p value

	It is important to take care of teeth.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	345 (82.7)

39   (9.4)

33   (7.9)

0     (0)

0     (0)
	375 (89.9)

24    (5.8)

18    (4.3)

0      (0)

0      (0)
	0.0099٭٭

	Balanced diet is essential for healthy growth of baby’s teeth.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	288 (69.1)

102 (24.5)

27    (6.5)

0      (0)

0      (0)
	318 (76.3)

87   (20.9)

12    (2.9)

0      (0)

0      (0)
	0.0147٭

	Restrict consumption of sticky sweet food.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	144 (34.5)

168 (40.3)

51   (12.2)

54   (12.9)

0      (0)
	184 (44.1)

153 (36.7)

40    (9.6)

40    (9.6)

0      (0)
	0.0294٭

	Milk teeth are important.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	189 (45.3)

136 (32.4)

45   (10.8)

47   (11.5)

0      (0)
	229 (54.9)

121 (29)

32    (7.7)

35    (8.4)

0      (0)
	0.0318٭


	Night time bottle/ breast feeding can cause tooth decay.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	51   (12.2)

153 (36.7)

84   (20.1)

129 (31.2)

0      (0)
	86   (20.6)

140 (33.6)

73   (17.5)

118 (28.3)

0      (0)
	0.013٭

	Frequent & prolonged bottle feeding can cause tooth decay.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 


· Strongly disagree
	96    (23)

144 (34.5)

120 (28.8)

57   (13.7)

0      (0)
	135 (32.4)

131 (31.4)

107 (25.7)

44   (10.6)

0      (0)
	0.0221٭

	Prolonged pacifier use affects development of child’s teeth.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	67   (15.8)

239 (57.3)

111 (26.9)

0      (0)

0      (0)
	87   (20.9)

229 (54.9)

201 (48.2)

0      (0)

0      (0)
	0.1604

	A child’s teeth should be brushed or cleaned.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	270 (64.7)

112 (26.9)

26    (6.2)

9      (2.2)

0      (0)
	315 (75.5)

77   (18.5)

19    (4.6)

6      (1.4)

0      (0)
	0.0088٭٭

	Teeth should be brushed at least twice daily.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	237 (56.8)

151 (35.9)

29    (7.2)

0      (0)

0      (0)
	 275 (65.9)

130 (31.2)

12    (2.9)

0      (0)

0      (0)
	0.0025٭٭

	Effective cleaning by brushing can be achieved by child himself.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	114 (27.3)

156 (37.7)

21    (5)

108 (25.9)

18    (4.3)
	99   (23.7)

146 (35)

16   (3.84)

106 (25.4)

50   (11.9)
	0.0018٭٭

	Swallowing of tooth paste can be harmful to child’s health.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	120 (28.8)

168 (40.3)

102 (24.5) 

27    (6.5)

0      (0)
	121 (29)

175 (41.9)

98   (23.5)

23    (5.5)

0      (0)
	0.9685

	Children less than 10 years need help from in brushing.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	58   (13.9)

160 (38.4)

47   (11.3)

124 (29.7)

28    (6.7)
	95   (22.8)

150 (35.9)

38    (9.1)

112 (26.9)

22    (5.3)
	0.0182٭

	Using fluoride is a harmless way of preventing tooth decay.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	110 (26.4)

149 (35.7)

111 (26.6)

47   (11.3)

0      (0)
	144 (34.5)

134 (32.1)

110 (26.4)

29    (6.9)

0      (0)
	0.0227٭

	Toothbrush should be replaced every 3-6 months.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	215 (51.6)

176 (42.2)

13    (3.1)

13    (3.1)

0      (0)
	227 (54.4)

117 (28.1)

9      (2.2)

8      (1.9)

0      (0)
	0.6708

	It is important for child to visit dentist before 2 years of age.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	37(8.9)

139(33.3)

98(23.5)

128(30.7)

15(3.6)
	66   (15.8)

130 (31.2)

91   (21.8)

122 (29.3)

8      (1.9)
	0.0196٭

	It is important to visit the dentist regularly.

· Strongly agree 

· Agree 

· Don’t know 

· Disagree 

· Strongly disagree
	126 (30.2)

158 (37.9)

42   (10.1)

55   (13.2)

36   (8.6)
	176 (42.2)

134 (32.1)

35   (8.4)

45   (10.8)

27   (6.5)
	0.0106٭


level of significance p < 0.05

